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Abstract: In the present scenario, Indian diaspora occupies a prominent role in Global 

culture. Partition of the country has forced people to migrate to another land to seek 

shelter. This aspect of Indian diaspora can be seen in Kiran Desai’s novel The Inheritance 

of Loss.  She has discussed the problems of migration in her novel and has explored the 

ideas of nationhood in detail. It can be observed that The Inheritance of Loss represents 

the writer’s confrontation with nationalism and national identity. The novel has been 

written with the background of separation and rootlessness. This paper tries to highlight 

the experiences of the characters in their travel to distant lands and various issues 

regarding their national identity. It also focuses on their quest for freedom in attaining 

nationhood.  
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Kiran Desai’s first novel Hullabaloo in the Guvava Orchard published in 1998. Eight 

years later The Inheritance of Loss was published in early 2006 and won the Booker 

prize.Diaspora is an emerging trend in Indian English literature investigating the search for 

human values. Kiran Desai’s the most thoughtful novel The Inheritance of Lossmagnificently 

portrays the lives of Indians residing abroad. Almost all the characters in the novel have a desire 

to fulfill but due to the socio-economic and political disturbances their dreams remain 

unfulfilled. The series of personalities in the novel like the retired judge Jemubai, his wifeNimi, 

Sai his granddaughter, the judge’s cook, the cook’s son Biju, the mathematics tutor Gyan and the 

most loyal pet dog Mutt represent the image of alienation and disharmony due to the East- West 

encounters. 

Alienation and disharmony are complex issues governing the lives of rootless people 

existing in an alien land. The study of literature is a vast ocean through which humanity is 
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thought and spread. Kiran Desai being an Indian English writer conveys her innermost thoughts 

in her sensitive and humanistic novel The Inheritance of Loss. The novel strongly states that 

nature is subservient to human emotions. In the beginning of the novel Kiran Desai connects the 

life of man to nature 

All day, the colors had been those of dusk, mist moving like a water creature across the 

great flanks of mountains possessed of ocean shadows and depths. Briefly visible above 

the vapor, Kanchanjunga was a far peak whitted out of ice, gathering the last of the light, 

a plume of snow blown high by the stroms as its summit. (TIL 1) 

The climatic condition of Kanchnjunga appears as a shadow on the fractured lives of the 

characters. The retired judge is an Indian in origin but is Anglofilic. He had to stay in England 

for his civil service examination,he experiences detachment among his friends due to his Indian-

ness. Affected by racism in England the judge’s identity as an Indian disappears. He poses 

himself as a non-Indian and later when he returns, his attitude towards his wife too changes. 

Affected in his youth Jemmubai is haunted by his past. Due to the psychological disturbance in 

the mind of Jemmubai, his behavior with his orphaned granddaughter, Mutt and the Cook is 

strange.He doesn’t connect to any relationship smoothly. As the atmosphere of Kanchanjunga is 

covered with dusk and mist, the lives of these characters are covered with dusky past and misty 

present. 

Diaspora collapses in two ways in the novel by documenting the exploited immigrants in 

New York and the struggle of Gorkhas in the hill stations of India. Kiran Desai reveals new 

subjects and new knowledge about the people of two places located in entirely two different 

parts of the world. Sai who is romantically involved with Gyan is unable to continue her 

relationship with him.Gyan betrays Sai and Sailoseshim when he gets indulged in theGorkha 

Agitation movement. The relationship which was about to develop withers away.Sai is an 

admirer of western culture. She celebrates Western holidays and speaks English. She has learnt 

English accent and manners from the Christian convent. She also prefers eating English food. 

“Cake was better than ladoos, fork spoon knife better than hands, sipping the blood of Christ and 
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consuming a water of his body was more civilized than garlandinga phallic symbols with 

marigolds. English was better than Hindi ( TIL 30 )  

According to GyanSai’s upper Westernized Indian class is responsible for the 

mistreatment of the Nepalese. Sai and Gyan shout at each other and Gyan shouts at Sai referring 

to the upper class, “You are slaves, that’s what you are, running after the West,embarrising 

yourself. It’s because of people like you, we never get anywhere”. ( TIL179 )  The young hearts 

are broken and their unfulfilled love makesSai and Gyanterribily love sick. The political 

condition of Kalingpong plays a vital role in the lives of these youngsters. This relationship 

would have ended up as a successful one but the call of Gorkha insurgent movement which 

destroys their romance.Biju loiters in the New York City to find a job, but he is exploited 

wherever he goes. The New York City ill-treats immigrants who have come from different 

places of the world.  

The cook and the son separated from each other remain unconnected. One could see that 

the conversation between Biju and his father over the telephone is pathetic explaining their 

longing to see each other. We could see a father waiting for his son to return. The son on the 

other hand with a lamenting voice unable to fulfill his father’s dream cries within heart. 

 “Hello hello???” 

“????Hah? Can’t hear. Your voice is very far” 

 “I Can’t hear, Can you hear”(TIL 230) 

“Hello? Hello? Hello?”They echoed themselves. The frustrations and calamities of these 

people are not theirs.Biju’s suffering represents the poorer and weaker section of the human 

society. 

 “The judge could live here, in this shell, this skull, with the solace of being a foreigner in 

his own country, for this time he would not learn the language.”( TIL 29) Jemmubai decides to 

live in the house built by a Scotsman in the northern Himalayas. He felt that the location of the 

house would give him shelter where he could hide himself from his fellowmen. Jemmubai who 

belongs to Gujarat region, has travelled to England for his higher studies which highlights the 
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achievements of an individual attaining worldly knowledge. After his education in England he 

returns home filled with pride and his indifference towards his wife has spoils their relationship 

resulting in breaking of their marriage whichis one of the major issues in Indian society. Lola’s 

daughter Pixie lives in England working for BBC radio voice. MrsSen’s daughter lives in U.S 

works for CNN. These women take Western identities betraying their Indian origin. No human 

being is happy in the novel as they are surrounded by despair and defeatism. Kiran Desai has 

encountered the family situations and circumstances in Indian culture and abroad. Since the 

characters in the novel indulge in self-hatred, their Indian heritage makes them feel inferior. 

The novel is a tale of the effects of globalization, individuals and communities illustrating 

the indissolvable bonds of love and family. It is indeed a love story between a boy and a girl, 

between a father and a son, a grandfather and a granddaughter, a husband and a wife and friendly 

neighbors. For most of the Indians America is a land of prosperity and wealth and being 

employed there is a matter of pride and happiness. The cook’s happiness knows no bound when 

his son is selected as a waiter in an American restaurant. After getting the news of his son’s 

selection, he proudly reveals the news to everyone he meets that his son is working for the 

Americans. Having been victimized by the judge, the cook and his son have started trusting 

foreigners rather than their own country people. When there is inequality and disparity within a 

territory, people start trusting the foreigners for their well-being. 

 Biju’s experience in America is a detailed sequence interspersed with moments of 

tenderness and nostalgia. Biju forgets the bitter memories of his life as a servant’s son and recalls 

all the sensuous textures of his homeland like samosas, sugarcane, bangles and so on. The 

traditional texture of India is depicted through Biju’s recollection of the past. The world is not 

always submerged in fog and rain, “Kanchenjunga appeared above the parting clouds, as it did 

only very early in the morningdurung this season. Biju?” whispered the cook- “ Biju!” he yelled, 

demented-The five peaks of Kanchenjunga turned golden with the kind of luminous light that 

made you feel, if briefly, that truth was apparent”.( TIL 324 )The brightness in the atmosphere is 

reflected in the lives of Biju and his father at the end of the novel when they are united. 
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The title The Inheritance of Loss is apt and perfectly suitable. There is no chance for the 

characters to escape from the inheritance of loss. The story of every individual is pathetic and 

they are not satisfied with what they have, there is a dream world existing in the minds of every 

character and their efforts to realize their dreams are not successive. The failure makes the lives 

of these people monotonous and sad. Almost the desires and dreams of everyone are shattered 

and they become the victim of fate. The story of the immigrants and their sufferings are well 

known to the people everywhere. It is a known fact that the immigrants who are in quest of their 

identity experience humiliation and frustrations. Kiran Desai has taken us to a world 

encountering the emotions of these depressed human beings. The novel makes the readers 

empathize with the characters. The realistic picture of these sufferings is the reflection of the real 

world. 

 In one way the Indian Diaspora has promoted unity among Indians in foreign countries. 

The immigrants like Biju and others have a very critical time in America, helpless and alienated 

from the rest. The Indians are the sufferers who themselves lend a helping hand to one another. 

The tormentations are shared between them and once again they start wandering for jobs. Their 

unity and fellow feeling sustains them throughout. But gradually, modernity unbinds the people 

and teaches them to be selfish devoid of human concern.  Their busy schedules of work make 

them monotonous and they have a mechanical existence. The alienated Indian people in America 

like Biju and Sayeed try to find a meaning in life for themselves. People go abroad inorder to 

earn more and enhance their position.Kiran Desai’s The Inheritance of Loss depicts the harsh 

reality of life through different shades. The Americans take a chance of these poor and exploit 

them by rendering menial jobs and by suspending them. Sometimes the money they are supposed 

to get is not given to them and they are made to suffer. 

  The attraction towards West is present from the time immemorial.Kiran Desai’s 

characters realize through different shades of life. The expected amount of asset is not earned 

easily but with a great trouble. To achieve this people have to sacrifice their personal life and 

interests. They are separated from their families, culture and traditions of their motherland, and 

at the other end their family is awaiting eagerly to see them. Witnessing the lives of the 



     Scholar Critic                                                 ISSN 2348 – 6937 (Print)                                                                                         
        Vol-02, Issue-02, August 2015.                                                      ISSN 2348 – 6945 (Online) 

 
 

140 
 

characters in the novel the real picture of the Indians abroad is reveled to us. The service of 

Indians to the Americans suppresses the status of the Indians while they are exploited by their 

master. The unexpected failure makes the migrants physically and mentally weak. 

KiranDesai proves that through fiction one can understand Diaspora, where people share 

migration and displacement. A careful observer of behavior, with a fine eye for revealing details, 

Desai brings her narrative and characters to life, illustrating her themes without making moral 

judgments about her characters creating neither saints nor villains, but just ordinary people 

leading the best lives they can. Though her characters, accept they treat them cruelly. They reject 

traditional ways of life and old values, rediscover what is important to them, suffer at the hands 

of faceless government officials grow and learn to make decisions which sometimes are not 

favorable to them. Dealing with all levels of society and many different cultures, Desai shows 

life's humor and brutality, its whimsy and harshness, and its delicate emotions and passionate 

commitments in a novel. 

 Love which is an important theme recurs in the novel. The judge is always filled with 

detest. The cook yearns for love which he never gets in his life. The judge’s neighbour uncle 

Potty was a great admirer of love and nature in his student days, when he was in Oxford. During 

his practical research trips, he had found pure love in the most sordid of spots of nature. But to 

his misfortune he did not love those who loved him and whom he loved madly and in-depth did 

not reverberate the same feelings to him. Similarly Sai the judge’s granddaughter too had her 

own experiences of love. She was already dejected due to the lonely atmosphere of her house. 

The judge almost wept at the loss of Mutt his pet dog, to him a man was not equal to an animal. 

He felt that Human life was stinking and corrupt while these beautiful creatures lived with 

delicacy and were harmless.“ Hecould’nt conceive of punishment great enough for humanity. A 

man was’nt equal to an animal, not one practical of him. Human life was stinking, corrupt, and 

meanwhile there were beautiful creatures who lived with delicacy on the earth without doing 

anyone any harm.”( TIL 292 ) 

Diaspora challenges the desire for human limitations and experiences. The courageous 

act of migration turns as an act of cowardice, the heroic act ends up in pusillanimity. “Then of 
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course, there were those who lived and died illegal in America and never saw their families, not 

for ten years, twenty, thirty, never again.”( TIL 99 )   The dream of immigrants is dissolved they 

witness situations worse than that in their mother land. The unexpected failure makes the 

migrants physically and mentally weak. Biju is one of the representative of Indian immigrant in 

America but there are so many like him wandering without a green card. 

The green card. The…without it he couldn’t leave. To leave he wanted a green card. This 

was the absurdity. How he desired the triumphant After The Green Card Return Home, 

thirsted for it-to be able to buy a ticket with the air of someone who could return if he 

wished, or not, if he didn’t wish…. He watched the legalized foreigners with envy as they 

shopped at discount baggage stores for miraculous, expandable third-world suitcase, 

accordion- pleated, filled with pockets and zippers to unhook further crannies, the whole 

structure unfolding into a giant space that could fit in enough to set up an entire life in 

another country.( TIL 99 )  

Kiran Desai uses Indian slangs, dialectic words, abuses of various regions, vulgar and 

obscene expressions and colloquial vocabulary which introduce an element of naturalism highly 

congenial to portray the image and sensibility of India. The Diasporic sense of loss is 

universal.Kiran Desai being an immigrant separates herself from the culture in which she arrives 

because she takes with her the rich Indian tradition and culture that she has inherited. Diaspora 

encounters the search for human values and Desai’s novel depicts the quest of human values and 

respect. The novel creates room for discussion on both how diaspora space develops implicating 

the society in its formation.  
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